
IMMINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Immingham Town Council held in the Civic Centre, Pelham Road, Immingham, on Wednesday 18th January 2017
__________________________________________________________

Councillors: 

S Allan


M Cullum 

D Barton
M Prior


D Doherty 

W Weir
K Houghton

B Duke 

G Fox




S Swinburn (Chair)
Mrs K Swinburn



Officers:

D Jackson
Clerk
APOLOGIES

D Watson
M Burton
Public
7 members of the public were present. 
Mr Stephen North of Pelham Rd Immingham asked to speak concerning the postal service in his part of the town. He stated that he never received his post until late afternoon and often it was into the evening. He asked if the Council could try to assist.
The Chair said that he had already raised it with the MP and the Clerk would be asked to make enquiries.

Declarations of Interest:  
a. To record declarations of interest by any member of the council in respect of the agenda items listed below.  Members declaring interests should identify the agenda item and type of interest being declared.
Cllrs Allan & Houghton declared personal interests in item 97a as Directors of ARCH.

Cllrs Fox, Weir, Barton & Swinburn declared personal interests in item minute no. 97b as members of Immingham Town Football Club.

b. To note dispensations given to any member of the council in respect of the agenda items listed below.

None

92/16: Minutes: To confirm that the minutes of the following meetings are a true and correct record of that which took place.

                  


Full Council



14th December 2016

Resolved
that the minutes were approved as a true & correct record after a minor amendment to minute 83 which should have read “… and the Clerk to contact the ARCH company secretary”
93/16: Minutes of Committee Meetings: To adopt and approve the minutes of the following committee meetings.



P&S Committee


9th January 2017



GP Committee


9th January 2017

Resolved
that the minutes for P&S Committee were approved as a true copy.
The Chair of P&S then stated that as a result of a NELC report into Smarter Neighbourhoods it was now uncertain what level of SLA payment ITC would receive. This report had not been communicated to ITC. His concern was that it was written by a dual hatted member who had a responsibility to make that known as it seriously compromised Council’s ability to set a precept. He also expressed his own lack of confidence in that member to act as a Town Councillor in the future. The Chair of Council then brought to Council’s attention a letter signed by all members of staff expressing their 

disgust at the author of that report, and asked that the member concerned come and speak to the staff to explain his actions. After a heated debate it was

Resolved
 that the minutes for the P&S Committee were not adopted. 
Members then attended to the GP minutes.

At this juncture certain members attempted to make accusations about the actions of the Clerk. They were informed that this was not the correct time or place to do that and should they have a problem, a mechanism to raise them existed.

It was then

Resolved
 that the minutes for the GP Committee were approved and adopted. 

94/16: Standing Orders: To answer questions raised under Standing Order No. 22

None

95/16: Mayor’s Report:  To receive a report from the Town Mayor of Immingham.
No report 

96/16: Reports by Unitary Councillors: To receive brief reports from the Unitary Authority Councillors representing Immingham on matters of interest to Town Councillors and the local community.

No members were present
97/16: Representatives to Outside Organisations: To receive any reports from members representing the authority at outside organisations.
a. To receive the resignation of Cllr Cullum as representative to ARCH.
Cllr Cullum asked that he may be allowed to speak and he outlined the history of why he could no longer act as a representative to the ARCH group. He said that despite wanting to support them as Council had done, the group had not invited him to any meetings and when he had asked, they had not given him full or satisfactory answers on any issues. He stated that after the agenda for the Town Council meeting had been issued he received a letter from the Company Secretary, Cllr Allan outlining several points. He asked to meet with Cllr Allan and when he did so he showed him the letter. To his amazement Cllr Allan informed him that he was not the author. As a result of this deceit and lack of transparency he felt he could no longer act as a representative and offered his resignation.
The asked Cllr Allan if he had any comments to make. Cllr Allan stated that he was stunned when he saw the letter. When asked if he had any knowledge of where it had come from he said that to the best of his knowledge, Cllr Watson had written it.

Standing Orders were then suspended to allow the public to speak
Elaine Norton, Chair of One Voice then spoke to say that the letter did not make sense as having attended an ARCH meeting two days prior to this incident, she had been told that Cllr Allan was no longer connected to the group. At that point a Councillor interrupted her and accused her of “slagging off Cllr Allan at that meeting”. Mrs Norton categorically denied that stating “I asked for the business plan that’s all but nothing was forthcoming”
Council then went back into session.

Resolved
 that Cllr Cullum’s resignation was accepted
b. To appoint a representative to Immingham Town FC
Resolved
 that Cllr Fox was appointed as representative. 

98/16: Financial Matters:

a.   Schedule of Payments 7/16
b.   To levy a precept on the principle authority
c.   To receive the 3rd quarter out-turn
Members were aware that because of the fact that discussions were still underway concerning the level of SLA payment for Grounds Maintenance, it was impossible for the time being to levy a precept.
Resolved: 
that the schedule of payments was approved


That the out-turn was adopted

That the precept was not levied as no agreement had been reached on the Grounds Maintenance Service Level Agreement payment from NELC.
Signed:

Chair
__________________________________________________
Meeting ended 1955 hours
